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I close by thanking the people who 

worked day in and day out on this, in-
cluding the staffs for Chairman ISAK-
SON and Ranking Member TESTER. 
Adam Reece and Jorge Rueda worked 
tirelessly on the bill. I thank Hazen 
Marshall and Tom Hawkins with Sen-
ator MCCONNELL’s office. I thank our 
cloakroom staff—Laura Dove, Chris 
Tuck, and Tony Hanagan—for their 
work in getting this bill here today. 

On my own personal staff, I thank 
J.R. Sanchez, who has worked on this 
personally for 21⁄2 to 3 years. I don’t 
know what he is going to do with his 
time now because he has spent so much 
time and passion on this, and he knows 
many of these veterans personally. 

This is a good day, and I look forward 
to eventually getting this bill over to 
the President’s office so that account-
ability and improvement in perform-
ance can finally come to the VA and so 
that the men and women who have 
taken care of us will finally be taken 
care of the way they deserve. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

SCOTT). The Senator from Georgia. 
Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I thank 

Senator RUBIO, who has been a stead-
fast leader on this issue for years. 

People have heard the term ‘‘years’’ 
mentioned. It is plural. We have 
worked on this thing for a long time. It 
started coming together last year, but 
it fell apart at the last minute. Thanks 
to the Senator’s work and the work of 
the committee and the staffs on both 
committees and the leadership on the 
Democratic side—Mr. TESTER’s and 
mine—we found a way to do what, as I 
said in my opening remarks earlier—3 
hours ago—is an act of Divine Provi-
dence. None of us really ever planned 
that this bill would come to the floor 
on the 73rd anniversary of the invasion 
of Normandy. 

It was a great day in American his-
tory and world history when the evil 
German empire—Adolf Hitler—was de-
stroyed by the Allied Forces and the 
United States of America. It is only ap-
propriate that on the anniversary of 
that date 73 years later, we say to 
those who have worn the uniform and 
who wear the uniform, who represent 
us every day and fight for us and ask 
nothing in return: We will see to it 
that you get what you were promised 
in terms of healthcare and benefits, 
and we will be sure you have a mecha-
nism to hold it accountable in order to 
give you the type of service as a vet-
eran that you gave to us when you 
fought for our country. 

I will repeat what has been said by 
the others in thanking the staff mem-
bers who have worked so hard. This has 
not been an easy battle. It has ap-
peared easy because nobody has been 
down here, arguing. All of the argu-
ments are over. The veterans won. 
Doing the right thing won. It all would 
not have happened had it not been for 
a lot of hard-working staff. 

I thank JON TESTER and his staff, on 
the Democratic side, for all of their 

work on this. I want to particularly 
thank the Republican staffers who 
worked countless, tireless hours in 
order to make this take place: Staff Di-
rector Tom Bowman, Amanda Mere-
dith, Adam Reece, Gretchan Blum, 
Kristen Hines, Maureen O’Neill, Leslie 
Campbell, David Shearman, Jillian 
Workman, Thomas Coleman, John Ash-
ley, Mitchell Sylvest, and Heather 
Vachon. 

We could not have done what we did 
nor would we have been here today 
without their help. Yet, as has always 
been true, we would not as a country 
have been here today nor would we 
have ever existed had it not been for 
the brave men and women who bore the 
battle—who fought the battle—who de-
fended our country and made sure we 
had the opportunity to become what is 
now acknowledged around the world— 
the greatest government on the face of 
this Earth. 

On this day, the anniversary of the 
invasion of Normandy on D-day, we are 
guaranteeing our veterans the type of 
service that they fought for and de-
serve. God bless America, and God 
bless the veterans who proudly serve 
America day in and day out in every 
uniform around the world. 

In the absence of another speaker, I 
yield back the remaining time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All time 
is yielded back. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading and was read the 
third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill 
having been read the third time, the 
question is, Shall it pass? 

The bill (S. 1094), as amended, was 
passed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Georgia. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. ISAKSON. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
CAPITO). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

The Senator from Rhode Island. 
f 

GASPEE DAYS 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-
dent, I come to the Senate floor every 
year around this time to discuss an im-
portant incident in the history of 
Rhode Island largely overlooked in the 
history books, certainly overlooked in 
consequence to its importance. 

We have to understand that we Rhode 
Islanders have always had a pretty 
fierce independent streak. The Colony 
of Rhode Island and Providence Planta-
tions was founded by Roger Williams 
and others fleeing the harsh ideological 
conformity of the Massachusetts theoc-
racy. Our 1663 charter, describing the 
colony as a ‘‘lively experiment,’’ is the 
first formal document in all of history 

granting to a political entity the sepa-
ration of church and state, along with 
unprecedented freedoms of speech. 

Rhode Island was the first colony to 
declare its independence from Britain, 
on the Fourth of May, 1776—2 months 
before the rest of you did on the 
Fourth of July—and we were the last 
colony to join the Union, waiting for 
an independent Bill of Rights. Like I 
said, an independent streak. 

Colonial Rhode Islanders chafed at 
the inequities of British rule, espe-
cially the disruption of our liberty at 
sea. We are the Ocean State. Living 
and working on the water has always 
been a Rhode Island way of life. As ten-
sions with the American Colonies grew, 
however, King George III stationed rev-
enue cutters, armed Customs patrol 
vessels, in the waters of Narragansett 
Bay to prevent smuggling, enforce the 
payment of taxes, and impose British 
sovereignty. 

In 1764, after a British ship called the 
HMS St. John stole goods from Newport 
merchants, a group of Rhode Islanders 
seized control of Fort George on Goat 
Island in Newport Harbor and fired 
cannons on the vessel. 

In 1769, the HMS Liberty, a sloop con-
fiscated by the British from none other 
than John Hancock and repurposed as 
a Customs vessel, was boarded, scut-
tled, and burned by a mob of angry 
Rhode Islanders. 

In 1772, on a dark night, a band of 
Rhode Islanders destroyed the HMS 
Gaspee, one of the most hated imperial 
ships, drawing what the Rhode Island 
abolitionist Frances Whipple McDou-
gall called, in 1884, ‘‘The first blood in 
the Revolution.’’ 

The Gaspee and its captain, Lieuten-
ant William Dudingston, were known 
for destroying Rhode Islanders’ vessels, 
seizing their cargo, and flagging down 
ships to harass, humiliate, and interro-
gate the Colonials. As historian Steven 
Park describes in his new book, ‘‘The 
Burning of His Majesty’s Schooner 
Gaspee: An Attack on Crown Rule Be-
fore the American Revolution,’’ the 
Gaspee was an unwelcome, even hated, 
presence in Narragansett Bay. Rhode 
Island Deputy Gov. Darius Sessions 
complained to Gov. Joseph Wanton, in 
March 1772, that Lieutenant 
Dudingston had ‘‘no legal authority to 
justify his conduct, and his commission 
. . . [was] more of a fiction than any-
thing else.’’ 

When British authorities assured 
Governor Wanton that Dudingston was 
there to protect the Rhode Island col-
ony from pirates, the Governor replied 
that he didn’t know whether 
Dudingston was protecting them from 
pirates or was the pirate himself. 

On June 9, 1772, all this tension came 
to a head. On this day, Rhode Island 
Captain Benjamin Lindsey was en 
route to Providence from Newport in 
his ship the Hannah. He was ordered by 
the hated Gaspee to halt for inspection. 
Captain Lindsey refused, and he raced 
up Narragansett Bay—despite warning 
shots fired at the Hannah. The Gaspee 
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gave chase to the Hannah, and Captain 
Lindsey, who knew the waters of Nar-
ragansett Bay far better than 
Dudingston did, steered his ship north 
toward Pawtuxet Cove in Warwick, 
right over the shallows off of Namquid 
Point—known today as Gaspee Point. 
The lighter Hannah was able to shoot 
over those shallows, but the heavier 
Gaspee ran aground and stuck firm in a 
sandbar in a falling tide. The British 
ship and her crew were stranded and 
would need to wait many hours before 
a rising tide could free them. 

Wasting no time, Captain Lindsey 
sailed up to Providence, and with the 
help of the respected merchant and 
statesman John Brown, rallied a group 
of Rhode Island patriots at Sabin’s 
Tavern, in what is now the East Side of 
Providence. Together, after suitable re-
freshment, the group resolved to end 
the Gaspee’s menace in Rhode Island 
waters. 

That night, 80 or so men shoved off 
from the wharf under a moonless sky, 
with their faces blackened and their 
oarlocks muffled, paddling eight 
longboats down Narragansett Bay to-
ward the stranded Gaspee. The 
longboats silently surrounded the 
Gaspee, and the Rhode Islanders shout-
ed for Lieutenant Dudingston to sur-
render his ship. As Daniel Harrington 
recounted in the Providence Journal, 
‘‘Captain Abraham Whipple spoke first 
for the Rhode Islanders, summoning 
Dudingston: ‘I am sheriff of Kent Coun-
ty, [expletive]. I have a warrant to ap-
prehend you, [expletive]; so surrender, 
[expletive].’ It was a classic Rhode Is-
land greeting!’’ 

Surprised and enraged, Dudingston 
refused and ordered his men to fire 
upon anyone who attempted to board 
the Gaspee. Gunshots struck out in the 
night, and musket balls hit Lieutenant 
Dudingston in his groin and his arm. 
The Rhode Islanders, outnumbering the 
British, swarmed onto the deck and 
commandeered the ship. Brown ordered 
one of his Rhode Islanders, a physician 
named John Mawney, to tend to Lieu-
tenant Dudingston’s wounds. 

After properly plundering the lieu-
tenant’s quarters, the patriots removed 
the British crew to land and returned 
to torch the Gaspee. Ultimately, the 
flames reached the powder magazine, 
and the resulting blast echoed across 
the bay as the dreaded Gaspee blew to 
smithereens. 

When word got back to the King, he 
was furious, and he offered huge royal 
rewards for the capture of the rebels 
who had done this deed, but, strangely 
enough, no Rhode Islander would step 
forward to finger the perpetrators. You 
have to admire, under that kind of 
pressure, that with 80 people who had 
gone down in those longboats, not one 
Rhode Islander would spill the beans. 

Word spread throughout the Colonies 
of this incident and of the Crown’s 
brand of justice. Samuel Adams wrote 
a letter in the Providence Gazette on 
December 26, 1772, that read, in part: 

A court of inquisition, more horrid than 
that of Spain or Portugal, is established 

within this colony, to inquire into the cir-
cumstances of destroying the Gaspee schoo-
ner; and the persons who are the commis-
sioners of this new-fangled court, are vested 
with most exorbitant and unconstitutional 
power. They are directed to summon wit-
nesses, apprehend persons not only im-
peached, but even suspected! And . . . to de-
liver them to Admiral Montagu, who is or-
dered to have a ship in readiness to carry 
them to England, where they are to be tried. 

The Reverend John Allen delivered at 
the Second Baptist Church in Boston a 
Thanksgiving sermon on the Gaspee Af-
fair that was distributed in pamphlet 
form throughout the Colonies. His 
words helped rouse the spirit of inde-
pendence of this fledgling Nation. He 
said: 

Supposing . . . that the Rhode Islanders, 
for the sake of the blood-bought liberties of 
their forefathers, for the sake of the birth-
rights of their children, should show a spirit 
of resentment against a tyrannical arbitrary 
power that attempts to destroy their lives, 
liberties and property, would it not be insuf-
ferably cruel (for this which the law of na-
ture and nations teaches them to do) to be 
butchered, assassinated and slaughtered in 
their own streets by their own King? 

Well, schoolchildren’s history books 
tell a tale of Bostonians who dressed up 
in funny outfits and climbed onto a 
British boat and pushed bales of tea 
into the harbor, but not enough school-
children know of the bravery of the 
Rhode Islanders who, more than a year 
earlier, fired the first shots and drew 
the first blood in the quest for Amer-
ican independence. It is a fine thing, I 
am sure, to push tea bales off a boat. 
We blew the boat up, and we did it 
more than a year earlier. 

Rhode Islanders are justifiably proud 
of our role in our rebellion. We have 
made a tradition of celebrating the 
Gaspee incident with the annual Gaspee 
Days celebration and parade through 
Warwick. An independent study group 
at Brown University is adapting the 
tale of the Gaspee into a virtual reality 
educational experience so you can put 
on the goggles and reenact the experi-
ence of the Gaspee, marrying Rhode Is-
land history with cutting-edge tech-
nology to engage middle and high 
school students in this history. 

Someday soon, children across the 
country may be able to join Captain 
Whipple and John Brown and step into 
a virtual longboat, coast down a vir-
tual Narragansett Bay, and watch the 
sky over a virtual Rhode Island, alight 
with the fire of revolution. 

I thank the Presiding Officer. 
I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

I ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
REUNIFICATION OF JERUSALEM 
Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, this 

June marks the 50th anniversary of the 

reunification of Jerusalem. I am hon-
ored to have supported S. Res. 176, 
which commemorates the 50th anniver-
sary of the reunification of Jerusalem. 

This resolution reaffirms the Holy 
City of Jerusalem’s central role for the 
Jewish people dating back many mil-
lennia. Since 1967, all people of all reli-
gious faiths are able to visit and wor-
ship at the holy sites of Jerusalem. I 
will always stand with Israel as it en-
sures that all individuals enjoy oppor-
tunities to visit and worship at Jerusa-
lem’s holy sites. 

The United States has stood with 
Israel for the past 50 years and will 
continue to do so. The intervening 50 
years have included momentous 
changes in Israel and throughout the 
region, including peace treaties with 
Egypt and Jordan that stand to this 
day. These events give me hope for a 
future in which Israel and all of its 
neighbors together benefit from a com-
prehensive, warm peace. 

f 

CHILD PROTECTION AND FAMILY 
SUPPORT ACT 

Mr. DAINES. Madam President, I am 
honored today to announce legislation 
that Senator PETERS and I have intro-
duced that provides another option for 
children in the foster care system in 
Montana and across the country. 

I worked with a host of Montana 
groups to develop the Child Protection 
and Family Support Act of 2017, includ-
ing a handful of nonprofit organiza-
tions focused on foster youth, the Mon-
tana attorney general, Indian Tribes, 
and individual constituents. I am 
pleased to have their support on this 
legislation. 

Montana is in the midst of a child 
welfare crisis. We have a record 3,400 
children in foster care, and about a 
third of those children are there be-
cause of methamphetamine use by 
their parents. 

Montana state law requires the Office 
of the Child and Family Ombudsman to 
investigate circumstances surrounding 
child fatalities when the child was in-
volved with the Montana Department 
of Public Health and Human Services 
Child and Family Services Division 
within 12 months of the date of the 
child’s death. 

Last December, the Montana Depart-
ment of Justice issued a report and the 
findings were devastating: It detailed 
14 child deaths that met these param-
eters. 

Of the 14 cases reviewed, 11 involved 
children 2 years old or younger. In nine 
of those cases, the children were 1 year 
old or younger. Eleven cases included 
allegations of drug use, four of which 
indicated methamphetamine use. Six 
cases indicated issues of domestic vio-
lence, and eight cases involved parents 
who received child protective services 
in Montana when they themselves were 
children. I have been told that at least 
seven children have met a similar fate 
in the first 5 months of 2017 alone. The 
death of one child is too many. 
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